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Key Difference – Adobe Acrobat Reader DC vs Adobe Reader XI 

Acrobat reader DC and Adobe Reader XI are PDF readers that are commonly used. 

Both these two software programs can be downloaded free of charge. The key 

difference between Adobe Acrobat Reader DC and Adobe Reader XI is 

that Adobe Acrobat DC version relies more on cloud and sync your pdf data 

across devices and machines and provides better support for newer operating 

systems. The interfaces of two pdf application versions are also very different. 

Adobe Acrobat Reader DC – Features and Specifications 

Adobe Acrobat Reader DC is a free software. It is a trusted standard for printing, 

viewing, signing, and annotating pdfs. It is the only pdf viewer that can be used to 

interact with all types of pdf content. It has the capability of interacting with forms 

and multimedia as well. It can also be connected with Adobe Document Cloud. 

Thus, it gives you the ability to work with pdfs on computers as well as with 

mobile devices. 

As mentioned earlier, Adobe Acrobat Reader can work with Adobe Document 

Cloud, which takes the pdf viewer to an entirely new level. With a touch enabled, 

intuitive interface, Adobe Acrobat Reader DC comes with powerful new 

functionalities to help you to work from anywhere through Android and 

iOS supported devices. Functionalities are also available on Windows Phone. 

The tools center gives you quick access to the tools that you use the most. Elegant 

tool experience can work across the web, desktop and mobile devices. The new fill 

and sign tool will help you to complete forms in a smart and fast way through auto 

fill. This feature is supported on iPad and Android devices. You can also save 

money on toner and ink when printing on your Windows PC. 

You will get up to 5 GB free storage space on Adobe Document Cloud. You can 

get access to recent files on your desktop, iPad and on the web. You can also sync 

your fill and sign auto fill collection across the web, desktop and iPad devices. 
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You can unlock premium features through a purchase of a subscription to the 

Adobe PDF Pack. It is also supported by Acrobat reader mobile app, reader on 

your desktop and the web browser. You can convert images and documents into 

PDFs. You can even take an image or paper document with a camera on your 

mobile device and convert it into a PDF file. You can also convert PDF files into 

editable Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint and RTF files. This also gives the ability to 

convert multiple files into a single pdf file 

Adobe Reader XI – Features and Specifications 

Adobe Reader is undoubtedly the premiere PDF application in use today. Adobe 

Acrobat Reader XI can perform editing, management and streamline your pdf. It is 

an essential application that is reasonably priced and an important upgrade for pdf 

creators. 

Adobe Reader XI makes editing text and graphics easy, as with a word processor. 

The process of merging documents into a single pdf is more streamlined and 

accompanied with a powerful interface. It also comes with form editing and 

document signing features with the use of electronic signatures on tablets, 

computer, and smartphones. The interface that comes with Adobe Reader XI is 

simplified. 

Adobe Reader comes with a completely overhauled and enhanced capability to edit 

pdfs. You can easily edit documents and the results will look better than with 

previous Acrobat versions. You can align paragraphs easily. You also get total 

control over your images while editing on your pdfs. 
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 What is the difference Between Adobe Acrobat Reader DC 

and Adobe Reader XI? 

Adobe Acrobat Reader DC vs Adobe Reader XI 

Support 

 Adobe Acrobat Reader DC supports newer 

operating systems better. 

Adobe Reader XI provides less support 

for new operating systems. 

Cloud Support 

The cloud support is better and this syncs data 

across devices and machines. 

The cloud support is not very good. 

Features 

Adobe Acrobat Reader DC comes with many 

features. 

Adobe Acrobat Reader XI comes with 

fewer features. 

Updates 

The ongoing upgrade will ensure you have the 

latest and greatest version at hand. 

This is a standalone version. 

Mobile Support 

This has better mobile support. This has normal mobile support. 

Summary – Adobe Acrobat Reader DC vs Adobe Reader XI 

From the above comparison, it is clear that the new Adobe Acrobat reader DC is 

better in terms of operating system support and data syncing in-between devices. 

Syncing of data is very beneficial when it comes to being a productive and saving 

time. You will also benefit from upgrades and have a full featured and up to date 

software all the time. Thus, there is a big difference between Adobe Acrobat 

Reader DC and Adobe Reader XI. 
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