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Key Difference - 19 vs W9

Employee verification and tax collection are two vital elements that governments
are interested in. Governments in many countries have specified a number of rules
and regulations for tax collection and employee verification. 19 and W9 are two
forms used for such activities in the United States to ensure effective employee
verification and tax collection. The key difference between 19 and W9 are
that 19 form is an official verification of identity and legal authorization to work
required for all paid employees whereas W9 is a form filled by third party
companies such as independent contractors who provide services to companies,
upon the request from the respective company.

What is 19?

The 19 form is an official verification of identity and legal authorization to work
which concerns all paid employees in the United States. This is a mandatory
requirement by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services according to
the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. 19 is also referred to as
the Employment Eligibility Verification Form.

Employers must provide facially valid documentation verifying the employee's
identity and legal authorization to accept employment in the United States at the time
of hiring new employees. Under federal law, any employee who provides a
fraudulent form of identity, as well as any employer who accepts a fraudulent form
of identity, is guilty of perjury. Contractors and unpaid volunteers are not required
to fill the 19 form.

19 consists of two main sections, and Section 1 and Section 2 should be completed
by the employee and the employer, respectively. Below information is entered into
the 19 form.

Section 1
« Name, address and zip code of the employee

o Date of birth
« Social security number
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Section 2

This section includes document titles examined by the employer for verification
purpose of the employee along with the issuing authority and expiration date. IRCA
has specified documents under three lists for this purpose.

e List A— Documents for both identity and employment authorization
E.g. US Passport

e List B- Documents for Identity
E.g. Driver’s license

e List C- Documents for employment authorization

E.g. Social Security Number card

Figure 01: US Passport can be used to verify identity and employment authorization



What is W9?

W9 is a form filled by third party companies such as independent contractors who
provide services to companies, upon the request from the respective
company. Request for Taxpayer lIdentification Number and Certification
Form is another name given to the W9 form.

The following information is included on the W9 form.

General Information

Name of the taxpayer
Business/entity name
Federal tax clarification (to indicate the type of the business)
Address and zip code

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

TIN is a unique 11 digit numeric code issued for vendors and dealers who are
liable to pay VAT (Value Added Tax).

Certification
In this section, the taxpayer certifies that the correct TIN is provided in the form

W9 is an IRS form; however, this is not sent to the IRS, but is maintained by the
individual who files the information return for verification purposes. W9 also serves
as an important identification of the TIN of the taxpayer. Companies who obtain
services from third parties has to request the W9 from a U.S. citizen or a foreign
national. The information in this form becomes useful when the company is
reporting to the Internal Revenue Service to indicate the amount of funds third party
companies.


http://www.differencebetween.com/difference-between-tin-and-vs-tan/#TIN
http://www.differencebetween.com/difference-between-vat-and-vs-sales-tax/

-
Fom w 9

(i, Movamier 3005)

Dmzostmct of the Tresemry
[ ——

Request for Taxpayer
Identiflcatlon Number and Certlflcation

Give form to the

Narme 25 Shcwn o Your INGome s resuri)

Business nama, If different fam above.

[ ndividuslt

Sovm propriessy || Corpaation

Gheck appragriste o
ACNESS (UMD, SIMeEt, and apC o SURe )

Gy, state, and ZF code

List acoourt numberfs; hene joptonal)

i

§
f
5

£

i

i

[ Patnerstip [

[ Exemat from bk
witoldng

S NAME aNG A007SE ORNGNA)

Taxpayer |dentification Number (TIN)

Enter your TH in the appropriate bax. The TIN provided must match the name given on Line 1 to avold | Seclal security numbar

backup withhalding. For indhidusals, this i your sccial security number (SSK). Hawever, far a resident

dlien, =ale proprietor, o disregarded entity, see the Part | instructions. on pege 3. For ofher entities, 1 i

your smeloyer identification number (ER. 1 you do not have & number, sse How to get a TiN on page 3. or

Empicyer igenioation numbsr |

Mate. i tha account is in mare than sne name. see the chart an page 4 for guidelines on whose
rumber to entar.

M0 Certification

Under penalties of perjury. | cartify that

1. The numier shoawn on this form ts my comect taxpayer dentification number (or | am wating for a number to be lsawsd to mal, and

2. | am not subjest to backup withhalding beceuse: (%) | m sxempt from Beckup withhelding, or (5) | have not bsen notified by the Intemal
Fevanua Sarvica (IRS) that | am subject to backup withhalding as a result of a fallure to repart all Inerest or dividends, or ic} the IRS has
notified ma that | am no longer subject to backup withhaldng, and

3. lama U person fincluding a L8, residant alen),

Cortification instructions. You must cross out item 2 abova # yau have been notified by the IRS that you ans cumently subjact 1o backup

withhoiding becausa yau have faied ta repart all interest and dividands on yaur tax return. For raal estate transactions, itam 2 does nat acply.

Far morigaga interest paid, acquisition or abandanment of securad property, cancalation of debt. contributions to an individual retirement

arrangement {IRAL and generally, paymants cthar than mtarest and dridencs., you ame rat required 1o sign the Caticatian, but you must

provide your comect TIN. (See the instructions an page 4.}

Data #

Sign Signaturs af
Here LS. paeaon B
Purpose of Form

A person who i3 required o file an information returm with the
IR3, must abtain your comect taxpaysr klentification number
(TIN} to repart, for example, income paid to you, real estate
tranaactiona, mongage intereat you pald, acquisition or
abandenment of secured proparty, cancallation of debt, ar
contributions you made to an IRA,

U.S. person, Use Form W-2 enly if you are a LLS, person
(imcluding & realdent alien), 1o provice your cormect TIM to the
person requesting it ithe requastar) and, when applicable, to:

1. Certity that the TIN you are giving is comect (o you are
waiting for & number to be lasued),

2. Certify that you are not subject to backup withhaolding, or

3. Claim exemption from backup withholding If you ere a
LS, exempt payes,

In 3 abaove, If appleabie, you are also cartifying that as a
LS. person, your allocable share of any partership incoma
fram a U5, trade or business is not subject to the
withhekding tax on ferelgn partners' share of effectively
connectsd incoma.

Naote. If a requester gives you a form other than Form W-0 to
request your TIN, you must uses the requester’s form if it is
subnstantially eimilar to this Form W-8.

For feceral tax purposes, you are considered a person if you

are:

® Anndiidual who s a citizen or resident of the United
States,

® A partnership, ian, cormpany, or

created or organized In the United States or under the laws
of the Unitsd States. or

® fuvy estate (other than a foreign estate) or trust. See
Regulationa sactions 301.7701-8g) and 7iay for additional
informatian.

Spacial rules for partnerships, Parnarships that conduct a
tracke or buginess in the United States are generally recuired
to pay a withholding tax on any forelgn pariners’ share of
income from such business. Further, in certsin cases whers a
Farm W-2 has not been received, a partnership is reguired to
presume that a parner (e a forelgn person, and pay the
withholding tax. Therefore, if you are a U.S. person that is a
partner in a partnarship conducting a trade or business in the
United States, provide Form W-8 1o the partnership o
eatablish your US. atatus and avold withholding on your
share of partnership income.

The person who gives Form W- to the partnership for
purposes of establishing its U.S. status and avaiding
withholding on its allccable share of net incoms from the
partnership conducting a trade or business in the United
States |3 in the following casea:

® The U.5. owner of & disrsgarded snfity and not ths antity,

Gt Mo, 10231K Form W8 (e, 172008

Figure 02: W9 form

What is the difference between 19 and W9?

Nitrification vs Denitrification

19 form is an official verification of
identity and legal authorization to
work for all paid employees.

W9 is a form filled by third party companies such
as independent contractors who provide services to
companies, upon the request from the respective
company.

Synonym
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19 is also referred to as the Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and
Employment Eligibility Certification Form is a Synonym for WO.
Verification Form.

Responsible Party for Completion

Both employee and employer have Independent contractors are entitled to fill the WO.
to fill the 19.

Summary - 19 vs W9

The difference between 19 and W9 is preliminarily based on the purpose that they
are used for. The form used for employee verification for federal government
purposes in the United States is the 19 form while the form filled by third party
companies such as independent contractors is known as the W9 form. Concealing
true identity to obtain employment and mismanagement of tax can be avoided via
these documents.
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